Appleby Archaeology 


Notes of the third Dig Appleby Project Meeting held at White House, Appleby on Thursday 
September 15 th 2016 


Present 
Phyl Rouston 
Carol Dougherty 
Martin Railton 
Martin Joyce 
Richard Stevens 
Mike Godfrey 


Chairman 

Research 
Newsletter Editor 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Apologies 

Heather Edwards Membership Secretary 


1/9/16 Launch Meeting 

Martin R said that the launch meeting had been a success, despite the group initially being locked 
out of the venue. Phyl said that access would need to be sorted out so that there would be no 
recurrence and will take this up with the town clerk. (Phyl) 

44 people attended the meeting, including the Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Appleby and a good 
number of non-members of the group. A significant number had signed up to be kept informed 
about the activities during the project. 

2/9/16 Communications 

There had been a special feature on Appleby in the CandW Herald recently and Appleby Archaeology 
had featured in a profile. The text had been put together by Phyl and she had delivered it to the 
CandW Herald reporter, who was presently at the Appleby TIC on Monday mornings. The launch 
meeting had also been well covered in the Herald. All agreed that Herald should be kept up to date 
with the progress of the project so that the positive publicity could be kept going. (Post meeting 
note: Can Martin R and Carol please provide Richard with some copy to send in, as Phyl will be 
away for some time) 

Richard asked if anyone had a copy of either of the above features 

so he could send a copy to HLF and Phyl said she might still have a copy that she could scan and 
send. Richard said that any publicity would be useful for his final report to HLF but he also felt it 
would be useful to drip feed information to them throughout the project. As he could not easily get 
hold of the Herald in West Cumbria, he requested that someone pass on clippings to him for that 
purpose. (AH) 

Richard also asked Martin R if he could pass on numbers of hits on the Facebook page and Martin J 
for similar figures on the blog, if available. (Martin R, Martin J) 

Richard had provided Martin R with a pro-forma signing in sheet so that a check could be kept on 
numbers of people attending the various events. He felt that this kind of feedback would be useful if 
the group applied for another grant. 

3/9/2016 Equipment purchase . 
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Martin R said that equipment so far purchased was as follows: 


Laptop computer £270 

Digital Camera £150 including additional SD card 

The remainder of the purchase budget could be spent on excavation equipment and Martin R said 
he would forward a list and website address to Mike, who would make the purchase. 

Mike had applied for and obtained a debit card for the group and would retain it for the time being. 

Richard said that he would bring the remainder of the free HLF material (badges, plaque, a few T 
shirts) to Appleby the following Sunday, 18 th September. 

4/9/2016 Publicity 

It was agreed that the blog was a successful exercise and Richard said he would advise the Project 
Grant Officer at HLF of the existence of the blog. (Richard) 

Martin explained that a list for signing up volunteers was being held by the Appleby TIC. 

5/9/2016 Events schedule, field work access and non-field work learning and training. 

Martin R said that the introductory training day for geophysics at the almshouses had been very 
well attended, with more than 50 people taking part at various times during the day. Both 
magnetometry and resistivity had been demonstrated, as well as a total station survey to tie the 
results together. A week later, the first test pits had been dug. A cobbled surface had been found 
and some medieval items recovered. The weekend following the meeting was intended to be a test 
pit day, with up to 5 being excavated over the weekend at various locations around the town. The 
finds expert from W-A Archaeology would be present to identify anything recovered. Numbers had 
been limited to 8 volunteers at each dig. A finds workshop would be organised, probably on a 
Saturday in October, with washing and identifying of finds. This would probably be held at the Hub 
because there were usually coffee mornings in the supper room. 

Carol said that the palaeography workshops went very well, with 8 attending on the first day and 4 
on the second. 4 of those are returning for a more detailed look at one specific document. All those 
attending had given positive feedback. 

She went on to say that the scheduled visit to the Kendal archive should be able to view manorial 
records, legal and estate papers for Appleby since the 14 th century. She explained that she had found 
an index of wills on CD-ROM for the whole of England from 1399 for a very reasonable price and 
suggested that it would be a useful addition to the Project so it was agreed that she should take care 
of the purchase. 

Finally, Carol said that Chris Wilson had been very helpful by making his own records available for 
the Project and Phyl remarked that the A in W Society had offered their own records as well, 
although these really only covered the relatively recent history of the town. 

Martin R said that he expected to explore larger trenches in the spring and would say more when he 
had completed discussions with the landowners. 
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6/9/216 AOB 


None 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm 

Unless otherwise advised, the time and date of the next Dig Appleby Project meeting will follow 
the regular committee meeting at 7.30pm on Thursday 22 nd December 2016 at Northgate, 
Milburn. 
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